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4-H Family News
Hello 4-H Families and Volunteers,
We have a lot of information going out in these 
newsletters, to the club administrative leaders, our 
Facebook pages, and website, so we encourage 
everyone to not only read these newsletters, but also 
follow us and the varying committees on social media, 
if you use it.  We also have a lot of upcoming 
opportunities and events happening at County and 
State level, so keep an eye out for those postings and 
emails.  
Let me know if you have any questions, and we’ll do 
our best to guide you to the right source.
Follow us on FB for more updates throughout the 
month (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H) 
Sincerely,
Sunni Haglund
4-H Program Coordinator

Montcalm County

March 2024

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/

(989) 831 - 7500
msue.montcalm@county.msu.edu

Sunni Haglund (4-H Program 
Coordinator)
haglun10@msu.edu

Vicki Newcomb (Office Manager)
newcombv@msu.edu

211 W Main St, PO Box 368
Stanton, Michigan
48888

Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations
Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds

4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/92086229811 passcode: 4Hdog)

4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Wednesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: Horse)

4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  MSUE office & via 
zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of the 
month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 
passcode: 4HCCC)

4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 p.m.  |  
Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:30 
p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
mailto:msue.county@county.msu.edu
mailto:haglun10@msu.edu


Committee News
Fair Association (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/ 
We’re looking for more Association members and 4-H Volunteers, to 
join our various committees and give input, assist in creating 
new/updating old policies, implementing positive changes, and 
much more.  If you’re interested in being more involved, feel free to 
come to a meeting and let us know.  Our next meeting will be March 
4th at 7pm at the Ash Building. All are welcome to attend.  

Advisory Council  
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships 
Our next meeting is March 18th at 6:30pm on Zoom.  The zoom link 
is on the 1st page of this newsletter.  Feel free to join us!  Friday, 
March 1st, the 4-H’er of the Year and College Scholarship 
Applications are due to the Extension office.

Marketing / Events Committee  
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 
We have requested and have received approvals from the fairboard, 
to move forward with some of the requests that each committee 
presented to us.  We were able to afford most of the requests, due 
to the large amount of support we have received.  So, thank you!

ADA Committee 
We are working on upgrades throughout our fairgrounds, to make it 
more accessible for people with disabilities.  We need 4-H’ers help 
on March 10th from 2pm to 4pm at fairgrounds. We will be tearing 
down some fence to make ADA  improvements to the grandstand 
area. Bring pliers, gloves, and dress for weather. Many hands make 
light work.

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/4-h-scholarships
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds


Committee News
Dog Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)
The next Dog Committee meeting is March 7th at 6:30pm at the Ash 
Building.  County-wide dog practices will be the 5th and 21st of 
March, at 6:30pm, in the Ash Building at the Fairgrounds.  

Community Connections (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)

Are you interested in hearing more about what the 4-H Community 
Connections Committee does?  Check out our flyer on page 13!  If 
you’d like to join our Zoom meetings, our meetings follow the 
Advisory Council meetings, on the 3rd Monday of the month.  The 
Zoom link is on the first page of this newsletter.  

Horse Leaders (https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480)
We are looking for youth who are interested in being Junior Leaders.  
If you are interested, let your club leader know, so they can bring 
your name to our next meeting.  Our next meeting will be March 13th 
at 7pm at the Ash Building

Shooting Sports Update
The first meeting for this new 4-H .22LR rifle club (4-H Precision 
Seekers) will be April 2, 2024, 6:30pm at the Flat River Conservation 
Club (300 S Greenville Rd). The meeting will take place on the Rifle 
side of the road in the building to the right. You must be a member 
of this new 4-H club to be able to shoot. Please remember you must 
be at least 12 years old and bring eye and hearing protection. If you 
have any questions, please contact the leader, Scott Wallace, at 
scott.wallace.mich@gmail.com or 616-826-6310. 

The archery club (Shootin and Showin), will be starting their 
practices back up shortly.  The practices are held at the Central 
Michigan Sportsman Club (4391 E. Stanton Rd., Stanton).  Please 
reach out to Amanda Moran at 989-287-0979 for more information.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480
mailto:scott.wallace.mich@gmail.com


Montcalm County Fair Association Agricultural Club (Fair 
Livestock Committee) (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422)
If you’re interested in attending a meeting for input or ideas, our next 
meeting will be March 25th at 7pm, at the Ash Building. Our committee, 
Youth Livestock and the Small Animal Committee will be working 
together to put on an Exhibitor Workshop.  The first one will be April 20th

from 9-11am.  The second one will be April 21st from 2-4pm at the Ash 
Building.  This workshop will include information about how the auction 
runs, how to market yourself and your project, writing a good buyers’ 
letter, and in-person YQCA training (to name a few). If you’re a 
Montcalm County Fair MARKET exhibitor and would like to participate, 
you will need to pre-register on the YQCA website 
https://yqcaprogram.org/login/index.php.  If you’re not a market exhibitor 
but would still like to participate in the workshop (it will be very 
beneficial), you can check in at the door.

Committee News

Youth Livestock Committee
This committee has been doing fundraisers the past few years, to 
ensure that each youth exhibitor has wood shavings for bedding for the 
animals.  The BIG pile of shavings by the Livestock Arena, has been 
brought to you for free, from this committee.  Our next meeting will be 
March 25th at 6:30pm, at the Ash Building.  If you’re a youth exhibitor, 
we’d love to have you brainstorm ideas with us, and see how we can 
make some positive changes to continue to make Montcalm County Fair 
even better.  

Small Animal Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972) 
Our next meeting will be March 25th at 6pm, at the Ash Building.  We are 
hosting a Small Animal Showmanship Workshop from 10am to 4pm on 
May 18th.  The poultry and rabbit portion will be from 10am to 2pm, with a 
$10 charge and lunch from 5-Corners Pizza and Deli provided.  The goat 
portion will be from 2-4pm and will be free with no pre-registration 
required.  If you’re doing market rabbits, breed your rabbits on or after 
March 15th for a kindling targeted for April 14th or after.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422
https://yqcaprogram.org/login/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972


Fair Camping Information

Sponsored site holders will be receiving a reminder email with this information.
• Sponsored site yearly payment Due by February 23 ($200 unless first year)
• Sponsored site installment payments Due by February 23.
   ($500 X4 or $2000 in full)
• If Sponsored site payments are not received your site opens for public.
• Sponsored sites $2000 in full or 4 installments of $500. (Form on Website)

Fair Reservations open March 1st at 8am.
• Electric Sites $200
• Rustic Sites $100

Make Payments online:
Camping Information — Montcalm County Fairgrounds

Watch for more Fair Camping information on our Website, Facebook page and Text 
reminder.

For questions, please email countyfair59@yahoo.com.

***SIGN UP FAIR FAMILY***
For Text Updates and Reminders

TEXT @MONTCALMCO
TO: 81010

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/camping-1__;!!HXCxUKc!3JH0HXd6NCSJBa_RcrJWrtth30bn88iit32w9Tp-2w6P6D6A5dkgHXaRCoSUYei0tlD7sj-urg9ZvciN0w$


COUNTY 4-H NEWS

Due to the recent change in policy (see page 7), allowing clubs and 
committees the ability to use a debit card, here is a reminder to all 
clubs and committees that have a treasury:

Prior to requesting/receiving/utilizing a debit card for your treasury, the 
administrative leaders must complete training with either myself or 
Vicki. This is a new policy, so there will be kinks to work through, as we 
ensure that everyone is using the cards and their accounts as they 
should.  I will be pushing out a new policy for our county, that reflects 
MSU’s guidelines, to all of our admin leaders within the next week or 
two.

We’re still in the process of updating multiple resources throughout the 
website and trying to include all that we can.  If you notice something is 
amiss, missing information or you can’t seem to find something on our 
page, please let us know as soon as possible so that we can fix it. 

If you ever have any comments, suggestions or constructive 
complaints, I welcome any and all of the above, in order to improve this 
program and those we serve.  Thank you for your continued support!

-Sunni

haglun10@msu.edu 

Montcalm County Extension Office 
4-H / District 8 
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/) / 
(https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE)
Thank you to all the club administrators, for 
assisting me in getting our semi-annual 
financial reports submitted.  We barely 
made it by the deadline, but we did – that’s 
a HUGE win in my book.  I appreciate all of 
you for your hard work and dedication.  

mailto:haglun10@msu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE


COUNTY 4-H NEWS



COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Other Services Offered:

MSUE Master 
Gardener Hotline: 
1-888-678-3464 
The hotline is open 
weekdays between 9-
noon and 1 – 4 p.m. 
Select option “1” to 
speak directly with a 
gardening expert.

Ask an Expert: 
Ask Extension offers 
one-to-one answers 
from MSU Extension 
experts and 
Extension Master 
Gardener volunteers 
on topics such as 
lawns, gardening, 
agriculture, nutrition 
and physical activity, 
food safety, food 
preservation, natural 
resources, 
community 
development, youth 
programming and 
more! 
Ask here: 
https://www.canr.msu
.edu/outreach/ask-
an-expert

• Fairboard meets Date: 3/04/2024
• County Wide Dog Practice Date: 3/05/2024
• Dog Committee meets Date: 3/07/2024
• Horse Leaders meet Date: 3/13/2024
• Advisory Council Date: 3/18/2024
• Community Connections meets Date: 3/18/2024
• County Wide Dog Practice Date: 3/21/2024
• Small Animal Committee meets Date: 3/25/2024
• Youth Livestock Committee meets Date: 3/25/2024 
• MCFAAC meets Date: 3/25/2024
• Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/14/2024

Weigh-in/Tagging
• Exhibitor Workshop Date: 4/20-21/2024
• Final Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/26/2024

Weigh-in/Tagging

Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting can be 
found on the front page of this newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County 
Fairgrounds webpage 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/


Livestock Market Weigh In 
Information: 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

4-H Exploration Days registration coming soon!

Registration is now open! The registration fee is $500 and includes six nights of lodging, all meals and snacks, a t-shirt and program and 
activity costs. Space is limited to 70 campers so register today. For more information and to register, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/.

Registration is open for 4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resource Camp!

4-H Exploration Days is Michigan 4-H’s largest pre-college program and could be the highlight 
of your summer—maybe even change your life! This exciting event is open to any Michigan 
youth ages 12 –19 as of Jan. 1.

4-H Exploration Days, scheduled for June 19-21, is designed to help youth build the skills they 
need to successfully transition to college and to life as an adult. Michigan 4-H youth who 
participate have the opportunity to stay in MSU campus residence halls while attending 
classroom and field trip sessions.

With more than 100 session choices held on and off campus, there are topics for everyone

4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp is an annual three-time national award-
winning camp that mixes summer fun and hands-on science education. The camp will be 
held July 28 - August 3 on the shores of Lake Esau at Camp Chickagami in Presque Isle. 
This pre-college program is for teens who will be age 13 to 15 during camp. 

Campers will increase their science literacy and stewardship as they learn from natural 
resource experts in fields such as Great Lakes coastal and fisheries management, 
limnology, wildlife, forestry, geography, geology and environmental education. In addition 
to hands-on learning, attendees will also enjoy exciting natural resources recreation 
activities such as kayaking, snorkeling, sailing, fossil hunting, archery, photography and 
evenings around a campfire. First-time campers also go charter fishing and learn to fillet 
their catch. 

including animal science, business and entrepreneurship, international language and culture, performing and visual arts, and science, 
engineering, and technology. As youth gain important life skills like decision making, problem solving and communication, they’ll also 
have time for fun with free time activities such as skating, basketball and a dance.

Registration for 4-H Exploration Days will open March 25. The cost for the 2024 event is $220. Check with your local 4-H program 
coordinator for additional information regarding county sign-ups and scholarships or visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days.

Open your home to a student with the 4-H International Exchange Program!
Making your summer plans? Consider hosting a Japanese youth this summer through the States’ 4-H International 
Exchange Program! Michigan will be hosting 18 Japanese youth and two chaperones. These visitors will quickly become a 
part of your family for their 3 ½ week stay (the last full week of July to the middle of August) and gain a fun American 
experience through your exceptional hospitality. In addition, your children will build lifelong friendships and gain new 
perspectives on their own country, too! 

Host families must complete the States’ 4-H International Exchange Programs online application, have a youth to match a 
host brother/sister (within three years of age), be a Michigan 4-H Gold-level volunteer, participate in a family interview as 
well as a home visit process. For more information contact Jan Brinn at brinn@msu.edu or John Wurm at wurmj@msu.edu. 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days/index
mailto:brinn@msu.edu
mailto:wurmj@msu.edu


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 3-May 4: JOANN 4-H Campaign
Stores across Michigan
While visiting your local JOANN store, you can support 4-H by adding a donation or rounding up at 
checkout. The funds donated will support the 4-H program with 50% going back to local 4-H 
programming and 10% supporting Michigan 4-H. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/joann-s-clover-for-kids-campaign

March 12: 4-H Give Green Day
Online
Help us reach our goal of raising $5,000 in a 24-hour period on Give Green Day to support learning 
experiences for Michigan 4-H youth.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4h-give-green-day

March 16: Michigan 4-H Hippology Contest
East Lansing
Youth aged 5-19 are eligible to demonstrate their comprehensive equine knowledge and skills in an 
engaging setting.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-hippology-contest-2024

March 18: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar - Group Management For 4-H Clubs and Groups
Online
Learn and share techniques to support a successful group setting and help spark youth 
engagement. This series will provide volunteers with a variety of learning opportunities to help them 
grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. This session will be offered twice, once as a 
daytime option and once as an evening option.

• 12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-group-
management-for-4-h-clubs-and-groups

• 7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-group-
management-for-4-h-clubs-and-groups7pm

March 19: Keeping Your Money Safe
Online
Join this session to gain insights on researching and evaluating financial institutions (banks and 
credit unions) to make the best choice for your financial future.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/safemoney

April 28: Michigan 4-H Day with the Detroit Tigers
Comerica Park, Detroit
Watch the Detroit Tigers take on the Kansas City Royals with other 4-H’ers! Michigan 4-H will be the 
Group Charity of the Game; discounted tickets available with a portion benefitting 4-H. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers

 

4-H Youth in 
Action Awards 

Applications Open

Apply now for the 2025 4-H 
Youth in Action Awards! 
Each year, the program 
recognizes four confident 
young leaders with diverse 
backgrounds and unique 
perspectives in the pillar 
areas of agriculture, civic 
engagement, healthy living 
and STEM.

Winners will have the once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
share their stories along with 
unforgettable experiences, 
celebration on the national 
stage, recognition in the 
media and a $5,000 college 
scholarship.

This opportunity is open to 
youth ageS 15-19. The 
deadline to apply is April 1. 
Learn more and apply 
at https://4-h.org/programs/4-
h-youth-in-action-
program/application/.
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4h-give-green-day
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 8: Bubble Day at the Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
As we explore the wonderful world of bubbles we will paint, eat and even make music with bubbles.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day

August 11: 4-H Children's Garden 30th Birthday Party
Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing
We will celebrate the garden's pearl birthday with activities and games. We will open the time 
capsule, eat cake and much more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party

August 13: Bee Palooza
Michigan Horticulture Gardens, East Lansing
Have you ever wanted to learn more about the insect pollinators around you? Join us for prizes, 
vendors, a bee petting zoo, face painting and more!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-beepalooza

August 13: Tri-County Archery Tournament
Washtenaw Sportsman’s Club, Ypsilanti Township
Archers to the line! 4-H archers aged 9 and up are welcome to meet fellow competitors and test their 
skill. Registration is due Aug. 6.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/tri-county-archery-tournament

August 15: Kayaking Days Presented by Antrim County 4-H
Paddles and Pedals, Bellaire
Learn water safety, paddle techniques, navigation and receive introduction to stewardship of inland 
waterways. Open to youth in Antrim, Otsego, Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Charlevoix counties.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/kayaking-days-presented-by-antrim-county-4-h

August 16: Adulting 101 – Eating Healthy on a Budget
Online
Preparing healthy food and staying within your budget does not have to be a challenge. Planning, 
preparing, and purchasing strategies will be shared so you can stretch your food dollars further.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-8-16

September 16: Festival of the Pines Archery Tournament
Maple Grove Park, Lake City
Archers to the line! 4-H members are invited to meet fellow competitors and test their skill
www.canr.msu.edu/events/festival-of-the-pines-archery-tournament

 

Welcome Back MSU 4-H 
Alumni Reception

Join MSU Extension for the 
sixth annual MSU Welcome 
Back 4-H Alumni Reception 
on Wednesday, September 6.

All current or former
4-H’ers attending MSU this fall 
are invited to stop by the 
grassy area on the north side 
of the Morrill Hall of Agriculture 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
for networking and free dinner!

Members of the MSU
Extension staff will be on site to 
interact with 4-H alums and 
free pizza and pop will be
provided. Come to meet fellow 
4-H’ers, network with staff 
and students and have fun.

Learn more 
at www.canr.msu.edu/events/
msu-welcome-week-4-h-
alumni-reception.

http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party
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Flyers



Youth Livestock Information

The Youth Livestock Committee wanted to share the sponsorship flyer 
they’ve created, to raise funds for various items needed for the fair.  
Each year, they have successfully fundraised to be able to provide 
FREE sawdust for all the exhibitor’s animals.  Their hard work and 
dedication to this program, has been able to provide a way for each 
youth exhibitor to save money on bedding during fair, as well as ease 
their minds on one less thing they must remember to get for fair.  This 
year, they’re also raising money for new barn fans in the sheep/dairy 
barn and the swine/beef barn. 

Feel free to share this with local businesses that may be interested in 
supporting the youth during fair.  They are also hoping to see more 
faces at each of their meetings - the 4th Monday of each month, 
6:30pm, at the Ash Building.  
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